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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To execute zone retrieval 
at high speed in a structured document retrieval device. 
SOLUTION: A zone information table 3 commonly 
defines and holds a zone name for each zone and a 
range of a position that the zone can occupy in the 
whole retrieval object document. A conversion means 2 
of a position in document refers to the zone information 
table 3 at the time of preparing an index and prepares a 
zone position conversion document that moves a 
character string of each zone of an original document to 
a position indicated by the zone information table 3. 
Thus, it becomes possible to identify from within the 
document in which zone the character string exists. An 
index preparation means 4 makes the zone position 
conversion document prepared by the conversion means 
2 of a position in document and prepares an index 5. A 
keyword retrieval means 6 executes zone retrieval only 
by selecting the one in which an appearance position of 
the keyword corresponds to a zone name of a zone 

instructed to be a retrieval object by a user at the time of retrieving the keyword. 
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